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possess property. Mahaveera added a fifth prohi-
bition to these four and that was the vow of
celibacy or Brahmacharya. The Digambaras are
more rigorous and puritans.

The Jains hold that souls exist not only in
animals but also in particles of dust. The souls in
them have different states of consciousness and
the souls in dust are said to be devoid of sense.
Every soul is capable of infinite power and
happiness. It depends on Karma or past actions
in previous births.

To remove the bondage and get freedom
from past Karma one has to observe austerity,
non-violence, fasting, doing penance, giving up
worldly pleasures etc. Three things are neces-
sary namely (1) Right faith in the teachings,

(2) Right knowledge of their teachings and

(3) Right conduct.

These are the three jewels or Triratna. By
following these, one can get liberation or Nir-
vana. An ascetic has to control his passions, his
thought, speech and actions, perform good deeds
and lead a life of self-mortification. Jain temples
are now in Mount Abu, Ellora Saravana
Belgola in Mysore, Gujarat and Rajastan. Many
of their temples were destroyed by Allauddin
Khiiji and converted into Mosques. Jainism
produced great scholars in Logic, Grammar,
Mathematics, Astronomy, Politics and Science.
Hemachandra wrote the Yogasastra. Amara-
simha was the author ofAmarakosa.

The Jain religion has two principles Jiva
(living thing) and Ajiva (Non-living thing). Jivas
of mankind are classified as Anadhi Siddha,